
PROFILES OF TRUE SPIRITUALITY
Part 11



Introduction

“At root, evangelical anti-intellectualism
is both a scandal and a sin. It is a scandal 
in the sense of being an offense and a 
stumbling block that needlessly hinders 
serious people from considering the 
Christian faith and coming to Christ. It is a 
sin because it is a refusal, contrary to the 
first of Jesus’ two great commandments, 
to love the Lord our God with our minds” 
(Os Guinness).
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Introduction

“The Bible is addressed primarily though not 
exclusively to our understanding. That means 
the mind. This is difficult to communicate to 
modern Christians who are living in what may 
be the most anti-intellectual period of 
Western civilization. Notice, I did not say anti-
academic or anti-technological or anti-
scholarly. I said anti-intellectual. There is a 
strong current of antipathy to the function of 
the mind in the Christian life” (R.C. Sproul).
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Introduction

While many writers through the centuries have addressed the role of 
the mind in human existence and behavior, we arrived at our current 
discussion regarding the role of thinking in our lives through Dr. Francis 
Schaeffer. In the last three lectures, we have explored his claim that 
“true spirituality in the Christian life rests in the realm of our thought-
lives” and mirrors the teachings of Christ and the Scriptures. We were 
reminded of Jesus’ command to love the Lord our God with all of our 
mind and reviewed Solomon’s keen observation about the relationship 
between thinking and behavior: “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is 
he” (Prov. 23:7; KJV). It would be very difficult to argue against James 
Sire’s commentary that “our actions are the blossoms of our thoughts.”



Introduction

We would do well to remember John Stott’s keen insight that “the 
battle is nearly always won in the mind. It is by the renewal of our mind 
that our character and behavior become transformed. So Scripture calls 
us again and again to mental discipline in this respect.”
After following Francis Schaeffer’s seminal thinking throughout Chapter 
9 of True Spirituality, I felt it was vitally important that we depart from 
the book for three weeks in order to consider the process by which our 
minds can be transformed for the glory of God – how we can “think 
better – with more accuracy, more attention to implications for life, 
more experience and acknowledgement of the presence of God in 
whatever is thought” (Sire).
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Introduction

In the past two weeks, we devoted ourselves to the importance of 
reading - slowly, meditatively, worldviewishly, and prayerfully. We 
noted the importance of good thinking and the pursuit of truth, 
regardless of the consequences and implications which may come to 
us. “To engage the written word,” Neil Postman explains, “means to 
follow a line of thought, which requires considerable powers of 
classifying, inference-making and reasoning. It means to uncover lies, 
confusions, and overgeneralizations, to detect abuses of logic and 
common sense. It also means to weigh ideas, to compare and contrast 
assertions, to connect one generalization to another.” Allowing our 
reading to direct thinking, and our thinking to direct reading, we 
reasoned, would make us radically different subjects of the King. 
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Introduction

Before we leave this subject, I thought it would 
be helpful to travel on this path a bit further 
for greater depth and clarity related to loving 
God with all of our minds. Our journey will 
begin with John Henry Newman, who has 
given us an excellent description of the 
Christian mind. Dr. Os Guinness will then 
follow with his answer to the question, “What 
does it mean to think Christianly?” after which 
Dr. Douglas Groothuis will address the 
universality of truth. 
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Description of the Christian Mind

“That perfection of the intellect which is the 
result of education, and its beau (beautiful) 
ideal, to be imparted to individuals in their 
respective measures, is the clear, calm, 
accurate vision and comprehension of all 
things, as far as the finite mind can embrace 
them, each in its place, and with its own 
characteristics upon it. It is almost prophetic 
from its knowledge of history; it is almost 
heart-searching from its knowledge of human 
nature; it has almost supernatural charity

Cardinal John Henry Newman
1801-1890



Cardinal John Henry Newman

from its freedom from littleness and prejudice; it 
has almost the repose of faith, because nothing 
can startle it; it has almost the beauty and 
harmony of heavenly contemplation, so intimate 
is it with the eternal order of things and the 
music of the spheres.”

- John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University

The Music of the Spheres: Pythagoras considered that the harmonious 
sounds that men make, either with their instruments or in their singing, 
were an approximation of a larger harmony that existed in the universe, also 
expressed by numbers, which was the music of the spheres. Plato taught that 
“rhythm and harmony find their way into the inward places of the soul, on 
which they mightily fasten, imparting grace, and making the soul of him who 
is rightly educated graceful” (Robert R. Reilly).
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What Does It Mean to Think Christianly?

“Thinking Christianly is thinking by 
Christians about anything and 
everything in a consistently 
Christian way – in a manner that is 
shaped, directed, and restrained 
by the truth of God’s Word and 
God’s Spirit.”

- Os Guinness, Fit Bodies, Fat Minds



Truth Is Universal

“To be universal means to apply everywhere, to 
engage everything and to exclude nothing….God’s 
truth is not provincial, parochial or partial; it is 
universal in scope and application….The truth does 
not flatten us out into faceless conformity, but 
liberates each of us to be who we ought to be 
under the Lordship of Christ.”

Dr. Douglas Groothuis
1957 -
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Intellectual Virtues

“Virtues are dispositional properties, along with the concerns and 
capacities for judgment and action that constitute them…Virtues are 
deeply embedded parts of our character that readily dispose us to feel, 
to think and act in morally appropriate ways as our changing 
circumstances require.”

- W. Jay Wood, Becoming Intellectually Virtuous
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The Intellectual Virtues

Acquisition Virtues
A Passion for the Truth

• Inquisitiveness: curiosity to obtain 
information

• Teachableness: readiness to receive 
instruction

• Persistence: the action or fact of persisting in 
a particular state, opinion, purpose, or course 
of action, esp. despite opposition, setback, or 
failure

• Humility: a modest or low view of one's own 
importance

Application Virtues
A Passion for Holiness

• Will to do what one knows: obedience to the 
truth

• Love: I Corinthians 13
• Fortitude: moral strength or courage

• Integrity: undivided or unbroken state; 
wholeness

• Humility: a modest or low view of one’s own 
importance
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The Intellectual Virtues

Maintenance Virtues
A Passion for Consistency

• Perseverance: constant persistence in a 
course of action or purpose

• Courage: bravery, boldness
• Constancy: steadfastness, firmness

• Tenacity: firmness of hold
• Patience: calm, self-possessed waiting
• Humility: a modest or low view of one's own 

importance

Communication Virtues
Compassion for Others

• Clarity of expression: clearness
• Orderliness of presentation: methodicalness
• Fortitude: moral strength or courage

• Aptness of illustration: suited for its purpose
• Humility: a modest or low view of one’s own 

importance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
James Sire, Habits of the Mind, p. 110.



Concluding Thoughts

• Seek to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind” (Lk. 10:27).

• Strive to think analogically. “By this is meant that God is the original 
and that man is the derivative. God has absolute self-contained 
system within himself….Man must, to be sure, think God’s thoughts 
after him; but this means that he must, in seeking to form his own 
system, constantly be subject to the authority of God’s system to the 
extent that this is revealed to him” (Cornelius van Til). R.C. Sproul 
explains that analogical knowledge implies true but limited 
knowledge and takes into account the Creator’s infinity and human 
finitude. 
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Concluding Thoughts

• Recognize that “only God can provide us with an eternal perspective 
and speak to us with absolute and final authority” (Sproul).

• Do not reject the life of the mind – irrespective of the cost.
• Pursue the truth regardless of its implications.
• Combine truth and obedience to the truth (knowing and doing, 

believing and obeying, theory and practice, orthodoxy and 
orthopraxy).

• Be content with what you cannot know. “The secret things belong to 
the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to 
our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law” (Deut. 
29:29).
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